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Dear Commissioner Ma yes: 

Thank you for your letter of April 6,2006. It references the Aprit 5,2006 letter 
sent to you snd other Commissioners by David Blackbum of the Communications Workers of 
America (‘%UpA*’). We Anally were able to secwe a copy of the Blackburn lener on April 7. 

Initially. I want to stress that I am not aware that Mr. Blackbwn ever contacted us 
concerning this situation. His letter indicates that he sent an e-mail to the Commission’s Utilities 
Division on February 23,2006, As I explain in more detail below7 that was a few days after the 
CWA and the Commissioners were notified of the Mesa Small Business Customer Care Center 
job reductions.’ Unfortunately, Mr. Blackburn’s misstatements of a very clear record have raised 
concerns and I appreciate the opportunity you have given us to set the record straight. 

In relation to the Mesa location, Mr. Blackbum states that “this ofice closure is in 
direct conflict to what AT&T/SBG indicated” in the Commission proceedings which finally 
approved the Merger last November. That statement not only is false, but it directly contradicts 
the CWXs strong support af the Merger as evidenced by witten statements filed with the 
Commission last summer, 

The facts are quite clear based on SBC/AT&T’s statements to the Cornmission 
during the Merger proceedings last year: 

(1) Throughout the proceedings, we repeatedly told the Commission h t  the 
“old”’ AT&T had made an irreversible decision to leave the residential and small business mass 
market. It was a decision forced by federal court and FCC decisions which eliminated the 
UNE-P platform at TELFUC pric&g. As the Cornmission knows, that decision was not unique to 
AT&T. 









Comiiiissionrr Kristin I;. h f a ~ c s  
April 1 1. 21fO6 
Page 5 







n-. 



I 



. .  . . .. I . . ... ._ . . . .  .. . .  



, 


